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DREXEL HILLEL
SNAPSHOT

Through innovative student-centered programming and
initiatives, Drexel Hillel creates a welcoming community in which
to gather, engage and grow; empowers and inspires students to
learn, lead and serve in order to bring about positive change in
the world around them; strengthens each student’s connection to
their Jewish heritage; and cultivates Jewish campus life.
Despite the drastic changes necessitated by the pandemic, Drexel
Hillel continues to be an inspirational hub for Jewish life for
Drexel students on campus and online:
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ENGAGEMENT INTERNSHIPS
Drexel Hillel currently offers 3 different engagement
internship tracks: Greek Life, Tikkun Olam, and Israel.
Each internship is a nine-month experience with a $180
stipend that provides interns with essential community
leadership skills, weekly jewish learning, and the
opportunity to engage peers in Jewish life. These
experiences have moved online through at least March
2021.

"MAJOR MOMENTS"
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The Hillel Student Board curates 4-5 "Major
Moments" each year - primarily Hillel's Jewish
holiday celebrations. This year these major
moments are being delivered directly to the
homes of our students through our "To:You /
From: Hillel" Jewish life kit project. Hundreds
of students have already received boxes for the
High Holidays, Sukkot Hanukkah and more!

JEWISH LEARNING FELLOWSHIP
Part of a national Hillel project, JLF is a 10-week
experiential, conversational seminar for students
looking to deepen their understanding of Judaism on
their own terms. Students meet weekly for dinner and
Jewish learning, facilitated by Hillel educators.
Participants earn a small stipend. Drexel Hillel currently
offers JLF 1.0: Life's Big Questions and JLF 2.0: Big
Questions about Israel. These experiences are running
via Zoom in 2020-2021.
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ISRAEL ENGAGEMENT
Israel engagement and education at Drexel is
characterized by content-rich experiences that provoke
curiosity about, passion for, and engagement with Israel.
While we are not currently able to travel to Israel with
students we are running several new Israel Seminars
through our funding partnership with BICEP. In
partnership with the Jewish Federation fo Greater
Philadelphia we are also utilizing a subscription box
program to bring Israel to our students at home.

SHABBAT
Shabbat dinner is typically the soul of Drexel Hillel, with
an average of 65 students gathering to share fresh baked
challah and a beautiful FREE meal, supported by the
generosity of the Ginsburg Family Foundation. This year
Shabbat on campus looks a bit different - we are offering
Shabbat Dinner to Go. Additionally our student leaders
have put together a To:You / From: Hillel Shabbat box
that allows students to expand and enhance their
relationship with Shabbat and ability to host shabbat
meals on their own. This spring we are also beginning to
organize small, socially distanced, picnic meals outdoors.
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PRAYER COMMUNITIES
Drexel Hillel is currently home to two studentrun prayer communities: The Orthodox
Minyan Group (OMG), and the Conservative
Minyan, both communities meeting outdoors
during the pandemic. Online, our rabbinic
intern has convened Soulful Shabbat, a biweekly kabbalat shabbat experience
combining liturgy, spiritual practice and social
connection.

FIRST YEAR EXPERIENCE
Typically our early move-in program is the
highlight of our first year experience,
welcoming more than 40 first year students to
campus early to begin building connections to
Jewish life on campus. This year, our early
move-in program moved online, engaging 20
students in a Zoom-based welcome week. We
also launched our FYSH (first year students of
hillel) Seminar, an 8 week online experience
combining Jewish learning with practical
opportunities to get acclimated to campus
life.
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HILLEL BY THE NUMBERS
BREADTH

DEPTH

45%

16%

405 students

147 students

GOAL: 70%

GOAL: 30%

of Jewish undergraduates engaged at
least once each year

of Jewish undergraduates engaged 6+
times and/or in a high-impact experience

YEAR TO YEAR

YEAR TO YEAR

April 2020:
539 students, 60%

April 2020:
241 students, 27%

THRIVING THROUGH THE PANDEMIC
Though our overall engagement has dipped, during the pandemic our students have demonstrated the pivotal role
Hillel places in students' lives and their ability to make meaning and find purpose, particularly in these chaotic
times. As of March, the number of students who have participated in an on-going, "high impact" (content focused
leadership or learning cohort ) experience with Drexel Hillel is up by 14% (from 79 students a year ago to 90
students this year). We expect that by the end of the 2020 academic year over 100 students will have
participated in at least one on-going, Jewish learning center experience this year.

45 STUDENT LEADERS
Student leadership is the heartbeat of Hillel. From student board to engagement
interns, minyan leaders to first year experience staff, student leaders make their mark
at Hillel every day.

9 JEWISH LEARNING COHORTS
63 unique students participated in one or more on-going Jewish learning centered
cohort experience this year. Topics for these cohorts included Jewish approaches to
life's big questions, theology, Talmud, Israeli history, politics and culture, racial justice,
queer Jewish experience, wellness and life skills for campus and beyond. We're grateful
to partnerships with alumni facilitators and local educators who enriched these
experiences!
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Jaden Yanowitz '25
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
College & Major: Lebow / Marketing
Primary Hillel Involvement: Soulful Shabbat, JLF (Winter Term
2021)
My experience with Hillel has been nothing short of welcoming,
enjoyable, and fun. I’ve felt very included since the beginning of
the term. Although my undergrad experience has consisted of only
one all-virtual quarter thus far, Hillel has brought lots of joy into
my life. I’ve made friends here and even got to know some
upperclassmen through programming on Zoom.
Favorite Hillel Memory: Attending Soulful Shabbat since the start of fall term and getting to lead some of the
aspects of the services. What enhanced this even more was Rabbinic Intern Miriam Geronimus talking to me
about planning these services and the emphasis she placed on student feedback/centering the services around
what students wanted to do.
Something I've learned through my Hillel experience: I’ve learned that it is important to just sit back and listen
to what other people have to say. As an outgoing and talkative person, this can be easier said than done. But
intently listening to others and deeply thinking about what they have to offer is the best step I can take to learn
about my peers.
Something I wish people knew more about Jewish life at Drexel: I wish more people knew just how diverse a
group of Jewish students can be. We are not a monolith! For some of us, Judaism is a huge driving aspect in our
lives, for some, it isn’t. We have different spiritual, social, and political beliefs, just to name a few, and we practice
Judaism in a multitude of different ways.

Micah Symons '23
Pronouns: He / Him / His
College & Majors: Lebow / Marketing & Organizational Management
(Minor in Jewish Studies)
Leadership role(s) at Hillel: Hillel Student Board Treasurer
Hillel for me has really been about home. It’s given me a place on campus
where I can go hang out with peers, engage with tradition, have a quiet place
to do homework, celebrate Shabbat and the Holidays, and more.
Favorite Hillel Memory: My favorite Hillel memory has to be the collective of all of the
Shabbat Dinners I’ve attended. To see so many people making an effort every week to
come together and share a communal meal.
Advice to new first year students: Allow yourself to try new things. I’ve found incredible community with our
Orthodox Minyan Group, something I would never have imagined myself doing having grown up in a Reform
household. During my freshman year, I was still trying to figure out my connections on campus, and I’m very glad
that I found OMG because it allowed me to challenge how I previously engaged with Jewish practice.
Something I wish people knew more about Jewish life at Drexel: I to remind people that Hillel is, at its core, a
student community. While we have such incredible staff, its ultimately up to our student body to come together to
plan events, create minyanim, and make Hillel what it is. We’re always looking for more students who want to get
involved with leadership and planning!
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SPRING HIGHLIGHTS

Drexel Hillel's annual Israel Week took place from April 8th through April 18th.
In spite of the challenges of the pandemic, our Israel Week Planning Committee
(a group of 10 student volunteers) successfully crafted 9 AMAZING events that
celebrated and explored Jewish students' connections with the State of Israel
and offered opportunities to commemorate Yom Hashoah (Holocaust
remembrance day)! Through a combination of online events, outdoor socially
distanced in-person experiences, and subscription boxes students were able to
learn from Israelis, explore connections to Israel through art, and make and taste
a rainbow of Israeli foods! Israel Week also featured the launch of our final
Israel themed mini learning cohort on multicultural Israel!

MINI LEARNING COHORT SPOTLIGHT: THIS I BELIEVE
Throughout Jewish existence, from Biblical times to today, Judaism has embraced (or struggled with) a myriad of concepts
of God. From the rational to the esoteric, this 4-part mini-fellowship allows all participants - agnostic, believer, and atheist to better understand what they do and do not believe about God. Incorporating opportunities for study, discussion, and
personal reflection, this is the last cohort being offered by our departing Rabbinic Intern, Miriam Geronimus. There are
nine students participating in the cohort and we're eager to hear their reflections at the end!

CELEBRATING OUR SENIORS
After a successful Senior Seminar during Winter Term featuring many alumni and friends as guests, we're excited for a
Spring term filled with opportunities to celebrate our seniors and help them prepare for their next big steps in life! We
look forward to a special outdoor event with alumna Danielle Brief, founder of Hamsa Made, followed by several senior
send-off opportunities, including our annual senior toast tradition! If you're looking for a unique way to celebrate your
senior's graduation or to celebrate the extraordinary class of 2021 consider laying a brick in the Cozen Center Terrace!
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NEW & NOTABLE IN 2021

The2021 academic year brought significant changes to our Hillel, as we manage a year on campus in the context of an ongoing pandemic. Here are some of the ways in which Drexel Hillel is transcending the pandemic and living our values of
community, inclusion, pluralism, respect and integrity through creative new partnerships and innovative new programming
in academic year 2021. We are still seeking funding for several of these projects to continue them into 2021-2022 (marked
with an asterisk) , and we look forward to being in touch with individuals and organizations interested in partnering with
us to make them a reality.

FYSH SEMINAR*
The FYSH (first year students of Hillel) Fellowship is a term-long fellowship for first year students featuring special guest
facilitators, ranging from student leaders teaching Drexel basics (like Blackboard, DrexelOne, course registration, etc.),
professional staff sharing cooking demonstrations, and alumni facilitating various workshops like "how to curate your
home/work space", and more. The fellowship offers new students an opportunity to acclimate to campus life, build a Jewish
social network, and add richness to their first term. Launching during the pandemic, the FYSH Fellowship is designed to
inspire students to see Hillel as an indispensable part of their college career both off and on campus. We had 10 first year
students and 3 upperclass mentors during the first year of the FYSH Fellowship.

RUSSIAN SPEAKING JEWS INTERNSHIP*
At Drexel, a significant number of our students come from households where Russian is one of the primary languages spoken
at home. Supported by a grant from Hillel International, we are excited to add a new intern to our engagement internship fold.
This winter we are welcoming our first RSJ Intern who will be trained as a part of a national cohort designed to enhance the
experience of Russian Speaking Jewish students on campus. Our intern will work to identify, engage and build relevant
experiences with our RSJ students.

WELLNESS AMBASSADOR*
In carefully listening to our students about the issues that matter to them and impact them directly at Drexel, there has
been overwhelming demand to focus on wellness and mental health initiatives. Students have repeatedly expressed
concern around their mental health and wellness relating to their broad and unique student experiences. With this
feedback, Drexel Hillel is channeling resources (both financial and staff) to run a Summer 2020 through Spring 2021
Student Wellness Ambassador Program run by Hillel's Leah Thomas and Dr. Michael Gotlieb (formerly of the Drexel
Counseling Center). This summer, the Wellness Ambassadors were trained through the much acclaimed Student Support
Network program to be able to identify and refer friends with significant mental health needs to appropriate resources
and they will be responsible for weaving wellness into the fabric of our Jewish community through curating Wellness
Wednesdays online, crafting "To: You / From: Hillel" Wellness Kits delivered to students homes, and conduting 1:1s with
their peers. 11 students are participating in the pilot cohort.

ANTI-RACISM LEARNING & ACTION FELLOWSHIP*
The murders of Auhmed Aubrey, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd by law enforcement, jolted the United States into a powerful
movement of protest against anti-black racism and police brutality. This movement has inspired and challenged our students and staff at
Drexel Hillel to have real and eye opening conversations about our role as a Jewish community in being anti-racist allies for black people
within and beyond thew Jewish community.
Quoting one of our student leaders, “You cannot have a difficult conversation with others about racism, unless you have had a difficult
conversation with yourself first.” This statement captures the intention behind our Anti-Racist Fellowship. It will be a space for staff and
student fellows to reflect, learn (and unlearn), take action steps and participate in challenging conversations as a Jewish community.
Drexel Hillel is proudly working with the Philadelphia-based organization Jews in All Hues on the curriculum and facilitation of this
project. The fellowship launches in January and we are excited to have 13 students in this initial cohort.

PIVOTING IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC: THE HILLEL SUBSCRIPTION BOX
In response to the evolving nature of community and relational connection during the on-going pandemic, Drexel Hillel is
working to shift the models of many of our signature programs. While our Jewish Learning and Israel Fellowships are well
suited to continue to run and grow in a virual landscape our First Year Experience and Engagement Internships require
more substantial changes to continue to achieve the same kind of Jewish learning and Jewish community building
outcomes their in-person relational models are able to achieve. To this end, our Hillel staff is working with student
leaders to develop modes of using the popular "subscription box" model to deliver Jewish experiences to students homes,
off campus apartments and dorm rooms, allowing students to engage in small groups (or online) with Jewish learning,
material cultural and community. So far Drexel Hillel has sent over 300 content-filled boxes to more than 180 students as
a part of this project.

